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This presentation will show you how to avoid
incorporating other people’s mistakes into your

tree and to use the Ancestry.com service
effectively. It will teach techniques for building a

more reliable, evidence-based tree.
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Ancestry.com Hints

● The green leaf
● Can save a lot of time
● However, be skeptical
● Hints come from other people’s trees

  

Ancestry.com Size

● Over 25 million members, 3 million paying
● Over 60 billion source records
● Over 1 billion searches per month
● Can include newspapers.com and Fold3

  

Ancestry.com Cost
● Monthly:

– $24.99 US only
– $39.99 world
– $59.99 All Access: world, Fold3, newspapers.com, plus 4 friends

● 6 months:
– $119.00 US only
– $169.00 world
– $259.00 All Access: world, Fold3, newspapers.com, plus 4 friends

● Pro Tools: $10 per month
● Free (no record searching)

– Build your tree at no cost
– Can “batch up” and pay for a month of searching

  

Local Copy

● RootsMagic
● Family Tree Maker
● GEDCOM



  

Recommendations
● Be skeptical of hints
● Save other people’s tree hints for last

– never click the “Save” button

● Only add sources when you are confident of a match
● Verify transcriptions with the document image
● Standardize dates and places
● Take the DNA test, encourage family members

  

Recommendations

Sometimes it is useful to print several source
documents on paper and spread them out on

your desk to help see the big picture. Use a
highlighter to mark important or conflicted

information.

  

Recommended Order

1.Look at primary source hints (first hand and 
contemporaneous)

2.Look at high-quality secondary source hints

3.Click the search button

4.Look at low-quality source hints

5.Look at other people’s trees (but, don’t click 
“Save”)

  

    



    

    

    



    

    

    



    

  

Other People’s Trees

● May contain mistakes
● Save until last
● May bias you to their errors
● Are there any source citations?

  

    



  

Standardizing Data
● Standard dates

– DD Mmm YYYY
– 1 Jan 1922

● Standard place names
– City, County, State, Country
– Seattle, King, Washington, USA
– Richmond,, Virginia, USA
– Georgia, USA

  

    

    



  

Ancestry DNA

● Can help verify research
● ThruLines

– Lists DNA matches by relationship

● Get your relatives to test
– Siblings, parents
– Grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins
– More distant relatives

  

Ancestry DNA

● $99 AncestryDNA
– Saliva sample
– Frequent discounts

● List of DNA cousins
● Ethnicity breakdown

  

Ancestry DNA

● ThruLines needs common relatives
– Your tree and your DNA relative’s tree must have at 

least one person in common

● Many people build minimal trees
● Build your tree down from your ancestors

– As many generations of descendants as you can

  


