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This presentation will show you how to avoid
incorporating other people’s mistakes into your
tree and to use the Ancestry.com service
effectively. It will teach techniques for building a
more reliable, evidence-based tree.

Copyright © Scott E. Lee. Licensed under Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0).

You are welcome to photograph or record this
presentation for personal or educational use. My slides
and handouts may be shared and adapted, provided
they are not sold or used commercially and proper
credit is given. For license details:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

www.GenealogyTechTalks.com

Ancestry.com Hints

The green leaf
* Can save a lot of time
* However, be skeptical

* Hints come from other people’s trees

Ancestry.com Size

* Over 25 million members, 3 million paying

Over 60 billion source records

Over 1 billion searches per month

Can include newspapers.com and Fold3

Ancestry.com Cost

* Monthly:

- $24.99 US only

- $39.99 world

- $59.99 All Access: world, Fold3, newspapers.com, plus 4 friends
* 6 months:

- $119.00 US only

- $169.00 world

- $259.00 All Access: world, Fold3, newspapers.com, plus 4 friends
* Pro Tools: $10 per month
« Free (no record searching)

- Build your tree at no cost

- Can “batch up” and pay for a month of searching

Local Copy

* RootsMagic
* Family Tree Maker
* GEDCOM




Recommendations

* Be skeptical of hints

* Save other people’s tree hints for last
- never click the “Save” button

* Only add sources when you are confident of a match
* Verify transcriptions with the document image

» Standardize dates and places

» Take the DNA test, encourage family members

Recommendations

Sometimes it is useful to print several source
documents on paper and spread them out on
your desk to help see the big picture. Use a
highlighter to mark important or conflicted
information.

Recommended Order

1.Look at primary source hints (first hand and
contemporaneous)

2.Look at high-quality secondary source hints
3.Click the search button
4.Look at low-quality source hints

5.Look at other people’s trees (but, don't click
“Save”)
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[2 Missouri, US,, Death Certificates, 1910-1971
Birth, Marriage & Death

Name Mamie E Kelly

Death Feb 1949 St Louis, Missouri, USA

Compare details O

Ignore

Missouri, U.S., Death Certificates, 1910-1971
Does the Mamie E Kelly in this record match the person in

your tree? ©

2 Add or update information

© Report a problem

Read between the lines

Discover the people, places,
and context behind the detais

Ask AncestryAl

Detall  Source

QD compmodeis

Name
Death Date
Death Place
Cerificate Number

URL

Yes No Maybe & 2

Be the first to comment

Add a public comment to share what you found
and help others who are researching or related to
this person.
Mamie E Kelly
Start the conversation
Feb1949 £

St Louis, Missour, USA

6348 Make a connection

hips:/st Kellyin
Trees.
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© This record s ot from Ancestry and will open in a new window

Does the Mamie E Kelly in this record match the person in

your tree?

Yes No Maybe

Add new information to your tree

Name
Mamie E Kelly

& Death CED
Date: Feb 1949
Place: St Louis, Missouri, USA
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@ Attach source

Editbith @ Namie Svebme Prince

Source citations attached to Birth.
1910 United States Federal Census
Year: 1910; Census Place: Liberty, Stoddard, Missouri; Roll:

. T624_825; Page: 31A; Enumeration District: 0182; FHL microfilm: X

1374838

Other source citations for Mamie Evelyne Prince
Web: Missouri, Death Certificates, 1910-1962
Missouri Office of the Secretary of State; Jefferson City, MO, USA; e
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Mamie Evelyne

®

Prince Kelly

Born: 1894 @
In: Broughton, Hamilton, llli...

Lived In:1910

=1 In:Liberty, Stoddard, Misso...

Death:1949

«4  In: St Louis, Missouri, USA
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First & Mo Namale) LastNamo First & Mo Namele) LastNamo
Marmie Evelyne @ Princokely Marie Eveyne @ Princokely
Exact. Exact. Exact. Exact
Quick FillSuggestions x Quick FillSuggestions x
SconLee wihsourcew SconLee wihsourcev
/' Mamie Evelyne Prince /' Mamie Evelyne Prince
Unviewed results only. Unviewed results only.
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B 1894 Broughton, Hamiton, linis, USA x =" B 1904 Broughi i Ush x Countyand djacentcountes
Exact +/-. Exactto. Exact +/-. lo. —
O thisyear State and adjacent states
Deatn | 1040 St Louis, Missour, USA x - ™ St Louis, Missoun 0 Country
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Tree with relevant information

Ancestry Member Tree Julia Sullivan from your tree

Dreher Families - Wurttemberg, ScottLee with source
YourTree
Julia Sullivan
BIRTH 25 Nov 1864 Mattoon, Cles, Hinkis US
N IDEATH 16 Sep 1948 Torre e, Vi, Infians, USA
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Tree with relevant information

Ancestry Member Tree Julia Sullivan from your tree

Dreher Families - Wurttemberg, ScottLee with source
YourTree
Julia Sullivan
BIRTH 25 Nov 1864 Mattoon, Cles Hinkis US
oIV IDEATH 16 Sep 1948 Trre e, Vi, Inians, USA

Julia SULLIVAN Julia Sullivan

BIRTH 25Nov1864 Matoon, IL | | gioryy 55 Nov 1864 Mattoon, Coles, lin
DEATH 9 Sep 1948 (EIEZEEEND Te| | pEATH 15 Sep 1948 Terre Haute, Vigo, In
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Julia SULLIVAN Julia Sullivan

BIRTH 25Nov1864 Matoon, IL | | gioryy 55 Nov 1864 Mattoon, Coles, lin
DEATH 9 Sep 1948 EIEZEEEND Te| | pEATH 15 Sep 1948 Terre Haute, Vigo, In
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Standardizing Data

* Standard dates
- DD Mmm YYYY
- 1Jan 1922

» Standard place names
- City, County, State, Country
- Seattle, King, Washington, USA

Malcolm S Brown

Edit birth 1889-1969
| 2 Editfact Edit fact
Date Location
@ Attach media
Feb 16,1889 v Mississippi
@ Attach source Show map on LifeStory
Description

Enter an optional description of this event

Show this event on LifeStory

Automatically generate story and replace current text for this event.

Birth
Malcolm S Brown was born on February 16, 1889, in Mississippi.

[ @)

Close U Delete
- Richmond,, Virginia, USA
- Georgia, USA
. Malcolm S Brown s I Malcolm S Brown X
SRRty : 1889-1969 ECREBIty : 1889-1969
| 2 Editfact Edit fact | 2 Editfact Edit fact
Date Location Date Location
(& Attach media o R (& Attach media o R
Feb 16,1889 v Mississippi 16 Feb 1889 v Mississippi
@ Attach source 16 Feb 1889 Show map on LifeStory @ Attach source Show map on LifeStory

S—

Enter an optional description of this event

Show this event on LifeStory

Automatically generate story and replace current text for this event. m

Birth
Malcolm S Brown was born on February 16, 1889, in Mississippi.

Description

Enter an optional description of this event

Show this event on LifeStory

Automatically generate story and replace current text for this event.

Birth
Malcolm S Brown was born on February 16, 1889, in Mississippi.

(> @)

Close i Delete @ Cancel 1 Delete
—— Malcolm S Brown X —— Malcolm S Brown X
Eciit birch : 1889-1969 EREbithy : 1889-1969
| 2 Editfact Edit fact | 2 Editfact Edit fact
Date Location Date Location
@ Attach media o @ Attach media .
16 Feb 1889 v Mississipp| 16 Feb 1889 v Mississippi, USA
@ Attach source Mississippi @ Attach source Show map on LifeStory
Desctiption Mississippi Choctaw Reservation, Neshoba, Desctiption

Enter an optional descrip  Mississippi, USA
Mississippi City, Harrison, Mississippi, USA
Mississippi County, Arkansas, USA

Show this event

onLites prigsissippi County, Missouri, USA

i State, Oktibbeha, Mississippi, USA
ge
Mississippi Station, Frontenac, Ontario, Canada
Birth Mississippi, Columbia, Arkansas, USA

Malcolm S Brownwas bo  pyisgissippi, Crittenden, Arkansas, USA

Mississippi, Desha, Arkansas, USA

@ Cancel wississippi, Dyer, Tennessee, USA
Mississippi, Jersey,llinois, USA
Mississippi, Mississippi, Missouri, USA
Mississippi, Sacramento, California, USA
Mississippi, Sebastian, Arkansas, USA
Mississippi, USA

Mississippi-Obion, Dyer, Tennessee, USA

Enter an optional description of this event

Show this event on LifeStory
Automatically generate story and replace current text for this event.

Birth
Malcolm S Brown was born on February 16, 1889, in Mississippi.

(> @)

I Delete




Ancestry DNA Ancestry DNA

* Can help verify research * $99 AncestryDNA

* ThruLines - Saliva sample

- Lists DNA matches by relationship - Frequent discounts

« Get your relatives to test * List of DNA cousins

- Siblings, parents * Ethnicity breakdown
- Grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins
- More distant relatives

A n C e St ry D N A ThruLines® for John Logan Nash

‘ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 23 DNA matches through John Logan Nash.

e ThruLines needs common relatives

- Your tree and your DNA relative’s tree must have at
least one person in common

@ 11DNAMatches > @) 10DNAMatches > @ 2DNAMatches ~

* Many people build minimal trees

DL

* Build your tree down from your ancestors @5 |
- As many generations of descendants as you can -
° \

Paul Brown
Maternal fst cousin

852 cM | 29 segments

Scott Lee




